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Cruise Report 62-S-8 -- Crab 
Prepared by Tom Jow 
Vessel:  N.B. SCOFIELD 
Dates: Departed from San Pedro November 19, 1962. 
Returned to San Pedro December 14, 19620 
Localities:  Coastal waters between Cape Ferre10, Oregon and the Klamath River, 
California. 
Purpose: 1.  To tag legal male crabs for population and migration studies 
in cooperation with the Oregon Fish Commissiono 
2.  To determine crab sizes, sex ratios, and condition during 
tagging operations. 
3.  To survey the northern California crab stocks to determine 
abundance, sizes, sex ratios and condition prior to 1962-63 
season. 
Results:  Cruise activities were curtailed due to stormy southerly weather. 
Tagging operations received priority and the survey portion of 
the original cruise plan was abandoned 0 
During 11 operational days, 540 sets of commercial 40-inch 
,diameter traps were made in depths of 10 to 40 fathoms. Traps 
were grouped in strings of 10 at 20 locations and in strings of 
20 at 17 sites. The crab catch was as follows: 
Number Range, shoulder Average shoulder 
width (nun) width (rum) 
Juveniles 43 15-52 23 
Sub-legal males 1646 77-158 136 
Gravid females 303 117-164 145 
Non-gravid females 314 99-167 130 
Legal males 913 158-208 171 
Legal male crabs (6 1/4 inches shoulder width or 7 inches in 
greatest bredth) were marked with neon-red Peterson discs at the 
lateral margin of the carapace. During the cruise, 901 crabs were 
tagged and released. In the area between Brookings, Oregon and 
Lake Earl, California, 825 crabs were released in 10 to 17 fathoms. 
Seventy-five crabs were released in 13 fathoms and one in 22 fathoms 
off the Klamath Rivero Our goal of 2,000 tagged crabs was not 
reached due to the scarcity of crabso Several tagged crabs were 
recovered by commercial fishermen before we completed the cruise. 
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Personnel: 
MRO-TI 
1-10-63/125 
Crabs were in good conditiono Only 15 (1064 percent) of 913 legal 
males had soft shells. 
The 303 gravid females were carrying reddish-orange egg masses, a 
color characteristic of early development 0 
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